GEORGE MARTIN OTTINGER x 


Chief of the Salt Lake Fire Department from 1871 to 1890 
If you visit the Ottinger Hall an spend a short time in looking over 
their relics and records you will know why the Veteran Volunteer Fire- | 
— men so- greatly appreciated the | 
services George Ne im Ottirg 
rendered the Salt Lake Fire De- 
partment from 1871 to 1890. 


on Brigham Street, now South 
Temple Street, east of Fourth 
East Street. It faced the north 
and was next to Guivers Meat 
Market, a little, low, one-story 
building just large enough to 
house their meager equipment, 
and crowd in “the boys” as they 
gathered to “spin yarns” and 
talk it over after the excitement 
of a fire. 

The spirit of unity and help- 
fulness was characteristic of their 
organization. Their motto “We 
Aim to Aid and Work to Save” 
was ever in their minds and gov- 
erned their actions. Throughout 
the excitement, in the thick of 
the smoke and the heat of the 
flames, you could hear Chief Ot- 
tinger’s encouraging voice as he 
shouted through his silver horn 
such requests as “Come on 
boys!”, “Turn on more water!”’, 
“A ladder here!’, “A hatchet 

| there!”, “Back up the interfering 
j crowd.” Everyone went to the 
| fire, and ofttimes the interested, 
anxious crowd was harder to 
fight than the fire. 

George Martin Ottinger came 
from Philadelphia to Utah in 
1861. He had had previous ex- 
perience in fire fighting while liv- 
| tng in New York and Baltimore. 
| Soon after arriving here he 
aed a “Grab a bucket, hatchet 
and torch (for night fire fighting) 


| and run” organization. He served 
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Salt Lake City Fire Department 


under the leadership of Chief 

Jesse C. Little, as assistant engi- 

neer to Chief Engineer John D. George Martin Ottinger 
| T.McAllister, from 1871 to 1876. 
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